
EVENT CHAIR
Gail Vozzella DNP, RN, NEA-BC

Senior Vice President and Chief Nurse Executive

Houston Methodist Hospital

SELECTION COMMITTEE
Jose Nasario Angeles RN, BSN

Claudine Dufrene PhD, RN-BC, GNP-BC, CNE

Allyssa L. Harris RN, PhD, WHNP-BC

Aimee Jackson, DNP, RNC-OB, CNOR-E, RDMS, WHNP-BC

Deborah J. Jones, PhD, MSN, RN, FAAN

Patricia Lewis, PhD, NEA-BC, CNML

Maureen Padilla, DNP, RN, NEA-BC

Lisa (Beth) Pali, MSN, BSN, RN, CPN

Derek Pellizzari, BSN, RN

Nikki Roux, JD, MBA, BSN, RN, CEN, NEA-BC, FACHE

Diane Santa Maria, DrPH, RN, PHNA-BC, FSAHM, FAAN

Kathryn M. Tart, EdD, MSN, RN

Ming (Huey-Ming) Tzeng, PhD, RN, FAAN

Mili Vakharia, APRN, FNP-C, CDCES

Jackie Ward, DNP, RN, NEA-BC 
2023 GOOD SAMARITAN FOUNDATION 

Board of Trustees 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE	

Jason L. Fertitta, Chairman	                         

Donna Henderson, Vice Chairman & Treasurer                                                    

Michelle Barnett, CPA                                  

Abigail Berkman, RN, BSN	                         

Tiffaney T. Perhala

ACTIVE TRUSTEES
Robert Fullick, MD	

Warren W. Harris	  

Jason G. Ingersoll	

Sandy McElligott, MBA, RN, NE-BC	

Virginia McMullen, CCP, LP                       

Ruthie J. Miller

Lourie Moore, DNP, RN, NEA-BC, CPHQ, LSSGB 

Kelli Nations, DBA, MHA, BSN, RN, NE-BC   

Kathryn Tart, EdD, MSN, RN 	           

Jacqueline R. Ward, DNP, RN, NEA-BC	     

LIFE TRUSTEES
Thurmon Andress	

Melbern G. Glasscock	

Steven J. Lindley	

L. Proctor Thomas III

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Emma M. Cullom

GOOD SAMARITAN FOUNDATION OF TEXAS, INC.
3262 Westheimer Road    •    Suite 764    •    Houston, TX  77098

••
••
••

19
TH ANNUAL••••••

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2023

Westin Galleria Houston

5060 W. Alabama Street

Houston, TX 77024

19th Annual Awards Presentation

Dear: 
I am honored to serve as this year’s Chairman of the 19th Annual 
Excellence in Nursing Awards Luncheon. The 2023 Awards Luncheon 

will celebrate and recognize outstanding nurses in education and 

clinical practice in Texas. I would be honored for you to join me in 

celebrating these remarkable men and women at this prestigious event. 

The luncheon will be held at 12pm on Friday, December 8, 2023 at 

The Westin Galleria Houston. Please find enclosed the sponsorship 

levels and the benefits that accompany each level. To be listed in the 

awards luncheon program please respond by Friday, October 20, 2023. 

Good Samaritan’s Excellence in Nursing Award Luncheon is one of 

the largest programs dedicated to recognizing the women and men 

who are actively working in the nursing profession. The Excellence 

in Nursing Awards honor registered nurses and educators who are 

nominated by their peers and selected by a distinguished Awards 

Selection Committee. These nurses demonstrate a passion for the 

nursing profession and exemplify excellence in teaching, mentoring, 

leadership and service. 

Please join me in supporting the largest segment of health care 

providers - nurses. 

Warm Regards, 

Gail Vozzella DNP, RN, NEA-BC

Senior Vice President and Chief Nurse Executive

Houston Methodist Hospital


